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Foreword

The majority of articles in the present volume consists of papers presented at a two-
day international conference in honour of Dr Ino Nicolaou. This took place at the
Archaeological Research Unit of the University of Cyprus on the 24" and 25" of
November 2007, and was organised by myself and my colleagues Maria Kantirea and
Theodoros Mavroyiannis. Most of the speakers invited are long-standing friends of
Mrs Nicolaou, with whom she has collaborated in a variety of ways over the years.
Other speakers included younger scholars who follow closely the path laid by Mrs
Nicolaou in the study of ancient Cyprus. All were delighted to come and pay tribute
to a colleague who for many decades now has been serving Cypriot archaeology,
mainly but not only as an epigraphist and numismatist. In fact, what was intended as
a one-day conference eventually spread over two days — such was the enthusiasm of
all those approached! Other colleagues, like Mando Oikonomidou, Olivier Picard and
Ioannes Touratsoglou, who did not take part in the conference, sent their offerings to
be included in the present volume in her honour.

Having studied Classical Philology at Athens University, Ino Nicolaou went on to
the University of St Andrews in Scotland, with a scholarship of the British Council,
in order to specialise in Greek and Latin Epigraphy. Later she earned her doctorate
degree from the University of Goteborg in Sweden.

Since her student days and her first article that came out in 1952, Ino Nicolaou
has been publishing at a steady pace, and she is the author of seven monographs and
over 130 articles and chapters in scientific periodicals and collective works. Of prime
importance amongst her monographs are the publications of the stamped amphora
handles and the coins from the House of Dionysos in Paphos, as well as the volume
on the Prosopography of Ptolemaic Cyprus, which have become indispensable tools for
the study of Hellenistic Cyprus. The latter, in fact, won the first prize of the Academy
of Athens in 1978. From her many articles I single out the series Inscriptiones Cypriae
Alphabeticae, the annual instalments of which have been appearing with enviable
punctuality since 1963. I do not think that there is a scholar working on Hellenistic
and Roman Cyprus who does not use the precious series on a constant basis.

In earlier days, Mrs Nicolaou took part in excavations at the Kerameikos and the
Pnyx in Athens, and at Palmyra in Syria. Later, when working for the Department
of Antiquities of Cyprus, she carried out excavations at the House of Dionysos in
Paphos, at the ‘Commissariato” of Limassol, the Eastern necropolis of Amathous and
the locality Phoinikas of Evrychou.

For the wider scientific community Ino Nicolaou is known for her contribution
to the Epigraphy, Numismatics and Prosopography of Cyprus. For all those working
in Cyprus, Cypriots and foreigners, she is also known for her sterling work in the
Department of Antiquities, which she served faithfully for 29 years, and from which
she retired in 1989 as Senior Archaeological Officer.

On a personal level, I would like to thank Mrs Nicolaou for the friendly way in
which she welcomed me when, on my return to Cyprus in 1982, I was employed at

ix



Foreword

the Department of Antiquities. When she realised my interest in the study of ancient
mosaics, she passed on to me, of her own initiative, the charge of Cypriot representative
in the Association Internationale pour I'Etude de la Mosaique Antique (AIEMA), a move
that was the outset of my close involvement with this committee and has marked my
career ever since.

Dr Nicolaou once said to me thather professional mottois 10 «00pvBwc éoyaleoOat
Kkat dnpoveyelv (to silently work and create); and she has kept true to this without
ever seeking the limelight. In 2009, The International Numismatic Council elected her
Honorary Member ‘in recognition of her many scholarly contributions to numismatics
and her service to the Numismatic discipline at large’. I hope that the conference we
organised in her honour, and the present volume, comprising articles offered with
affection and respect by many of her friends, will also give her joy and satisfaction.

Acknowledgements

I would like to thank my colleagues Maria Kantirea and Theodoros Mavroyiannis for
their assistance in the organisation of the Conference and the participants for their
scholarly contributions. To Maria Kantirea I am especially indebted for her assistance
with the French texts. I would also like to thank Professor Charalambos Bakirtzis
for very kindly reviewing the manuscript for SIMA, Aileen O’Donoghue and above
all Jennifer Webb and David Frankel for all their help during the preparation of this
volume.

Demetrios Michaelides
Nicosia
October 2013
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